5 8                        THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

this sin the writer seems to have missed his aim. It
is quite easy to see the ill consequences that may spring
either from spiritual, mental, or bodily sluggishness,
and the use a wise confessor could have made of advice
on these things; but the time is frittered away on what
are, after all, minor aspects of the Sin of Sloth. The
very questions dealing with Envy, show us the smaller
vices of society as they are in every age. Speaking ill
of people whom we dislike, and whose good fortune
we are envious of. Is a sin that is always with us; and
In the havoc It can make of human happiness may be
deadly indeed. It Is the savage side of man that Is un-
veiled in the questions concerning Wrath; In Gluttony
and Lechery the beast stands revealed; and Avarice,
grey haired and grasping, is scarcely human In his
hideousness. Only a priest, well grounded in the prin-
ciples of his faith, could have retained belief in human
nature at all if his experience brought him much into
contact with phases of life like these.

In a poem entitled the " Mirror of the Period of
Man's Life," printed by the Early English Text
Society from a manuscript in the library of Lambeth
Palace, written probably about the same time asMyrc's
tractate, the Sins appear as persons, and no longer as
mere influences. They act as direct tempters of man,
the story of whose entry into the world is told in a
finely imaginative passage.

In a winter night ere I waked
In my sleep I'dreamed so;
I saw a child mother-naked
New born the mother fro (from).